[REPLACE WITH CURRENT DATE]

Jennifer Norris
Wildlife Conservation Board
715 P Street, 17th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support for WCB Funding – San Antonio Ranch Fee Title Acquisition

Dear Ms. Norris, 

I am writing to offer my strong support for the San Benito Agricultural Land Trust’s (SBALT’s) proposed acquisition of the San Antonio Ranch in San Benito County. This project provides a rare and time-sensitive opportunity to preserve a critical missing linkage in a regionally significant wildlife corridor between the Santa Cruz Mountains and the Gabilan Range. 

[REPLACE WITH A STATEMENT OF YOUR CONNECTION TO SBALT, IF YOU WISH]

If acquired, San Antonio Ranch would contribute to a 4,245-acre protected wildlife corridor by filling a key gap and connecting three permanently protected properties (Rocks Ranch, Rancho Larios, and Nyland Property) located adjacent to Caltrans’ San Benito Wildlife Crossing over US Highway 101. Without permanent protection, the property is highly vulnerable to subdivision into ranchettes, which would irreversibly compromise wildlife movement. 

The local, Indigenous-led nonprofit Amah Mutsun Land Trust (AMLT) intends to hold a cultural easement on the San Antonio Ranch. AMLT and SBALT have demonstrated their compatibility through the Indigenous Cultural Conservation and Access Easement that AMLT has on SBALT’s Nyland property. As a region that values history, we are learning more about the time before the missions and are enriched by the descendants of those who lived here for thousands of years.

Unlike neighboring counties, San Benito County offers limited public access on open space for our residents. The community is grateful for SBALT’s monthly “Ranch Days”, which invite the public to participate in stewardship projects and guided hikes. I find that it deepens my connection to the land and reinforces my commitment to conservation of agricultural land and open space.

In summary, as a member of the community I fully support SBALT’s request for WCB funding, and I appreciate your consideration of this important acquisition. 

Sincerely,  
[SIGN AND EMAIL TO INFO@SANBENITOLANDTRUST.ORG FOR INCLUSION WITH THE GRANT APPLICATION – THANK YOU!] 
