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SBALT NEWS

Along tradition of protecting agriculture

This article draws from previously pub-
lished SBALT content and has been updated
Jor this issue.

BALT was formed in 1993, but is first

acquisition wasn't until

1997 The 68-acre “Bran-
denburg Property” was per-
manently protected through
the donation of an agricul-
tural conservation easement by the devel-
oper for the San Juan Oaks Golf Course. A

San Benito Agricultural

LAND TRUST

Since 1997, this property has had differ-
ent owners. Just like utility or road ease-
ments, a conservation easement remains in
effect as land ownership changes. SBALT
strives to develop construc-
tive relationships with each
new landowner and visits
properties annually to ensure
the land use remains consis-
tent with the easement goals.

Landowner Steven Dobler stated, "When

tween the landowner and SBALT (or other
qualifie or government

I the property,
learnthat it was under a conservation ease-

agency) that removes the future right to de-
velop the property. The easement agree-
ment s recorded at the Cou

Thi ferm, which prodtces ettuce mixes s

dsmanm the value of such productive

farmland and taking the step to ensure that

it will remain productive into the future.”
La # month, e highlghied the impor-

Torvands rong agricultural industry. The

tan ur
cmn\(y The Brandenburg property fepre.

San Ben-

ito (which required the protection of this

property to offset the loss of farmland to

build the golf course), the developer of the

golf course, and SBALT is an example of one
.

Tpro-
tects,totaling more than 7,300 acres under
stewardship. Next month, we'll look ahead
to what will be our next step in protecting
local land. Learn more by visiting us at

pl




