
East Coast vs. West Coast
East Coast
Beans, beans, the magical fruit. The more you eat, the
more you toot. 
The more you toot, the better you feel, so eat your beans
at every meal.

West Coast
Beans, beans, the musical fruit. The more you eat, the
more you toot.
The more you toot, the better you feel. Beans, beans, the
musical meal.
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By Lynn Overtree
SBALT Executive Director

H
appy New Year from all of us at
SBALT!  2023 is a big milestone for
us because the Land Trust will turn

30 years old on November 29!  To celebrate
our 30th birthday, we are planning fun
events throughout the year. Read on to
learn how you can get involved.

We will continue our Ranch Days on the
first Sunday of each month, starting with a
New Year’s Day Hike, Sunday, January 1 from
9:00 am to noon on the Nyland property in
San Juan Bautista. Start the year off on the
right foot as we wander through grasslands
and forests and along creeks and ponds. 

This year, we will also sprinkle in a few
events on other days of the week, such as a
Day of Service event on Martin Luther King
Day, Monday, January 16. We invite you to
bring the whole family to help us plant na‐
tive elderberries, followed by
birdwatching with a local bird
expert at the ponds and grass‐
lands on the Nyland property. 

On Tuesday, March 21 we
will celebrate National Agricul‐
ture Day with another event on
the land. Stay tuned for details.

Those of you who donate to
and volunteer for SBALT have
contributed to the success of
the organization. As you know,
last year we achieved national
accreditation, established our
successful monthly Ranch Days,
and produced a stunning 2023
Wall Calendar, thanks to a grant
from Waltz Creative. 

It was our first full year man‐
aging the Nyland property, and
many of you were on the land

helping us to care for it. This year, we will
receive ownership of the property, and
we’ll need your support more than ever to
fund its stewardship. We will also complete
the conservation easement for the second
portion of the Foster Ranch where many of
you shop every week at the Pinnacle Or‐
ganically Grown Saturday Farmstand. 

We hope you will join us for our 30th An‐
niversary celebrations! Attend one of our
events on the land you help protect, volun‐
teer on a committee, or make a donation.
Visit our website to learn more: www.san‐
benitolandtrust.org. n

T
he Community Founda‐
tion for San Benito
County held a ribbon‐

cutting event to commemo‐
rate the end of a successful
year in its brand‐new building. The Epicenter
was made possible through the vision and
generosity of Randy and Rebecca Wolf. The
ribbon‐cutting was the Foundation’s means
of honoring the Wolfs for having donated the
beautiful building and investing in the Foun‐
dation’s future.

The ceremony was held on December 8 at
the Community Foundation Epicenter in con‐
junction with the Community Foundation’s
annual Christmas Party. The event itself was
intimate. Because of the peak in recent ill‐
nesses, the occasion was kept private with
only board members, staff, and a few special
guests present. 

The ribbon‐cutting also
served as a chance to thank a
few past board members that
the Foundation was previously
unable to formally recognize

publicly due to the pandemic. The Founda‐
tion gratefully acknowledged the work of its
past members Kay Filice and Bob Tiffany
who were able to attend. 

Construction of the Epicenter took about
two years, beginning in September 2020 and
concluding in late February 2022, and the
opening was in March 2022. The building
was created in order to establish a perma‐
nent home for the Community Foundation.
Before the Epicenter, the Foundation had
moved three different times. Now, the Foun‐
dation has an official, everlasting space and
can continue to grow, as well as provide a
home for other nonprofits. n

SBALT NEWS

SBALT’s 30th anniversary celebrations

Volunteers at SBALT’s first Ranch Day in February 2022.

SBALT booth at the County Fair, back in 2005.

Rebecca and Randy cutting the ribbon. Photo by Raul Ceja.

CFFSBC NEWS

Foundation holds ribbon-cutting
to celebrate its new home
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