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SBALT REPORT

Second grant awarded for Phase II of
Foster Ranch Conservation Easement

W

e have great news
for farmland pro‐
tection and fans of
Pinnacle Organically Grown!
SBALT has secured funding
from the USDA Natural Resources Conserva‐
tion Service (NRCS) Agricultural Conserva‐
tion Easement Program to match a state
grant for Phase II of the Foster Ranch conser‐
vation easement in San Juan Valley. With
funding now in place, SBALT can move for‐
ward to preserve an additional 24 acres of
Phil Foster Ranch, home of the popular Sat‐
urday morning farmstand. We are grateful to
the USDA‐NRCS, the California Department of
Conservation, and Phil and Katherine Foster
for the opportunity to ensure that the entire
51‐acre Foster Ranch will remain in agricul‐
ture forever.
If you love these agricul‐
tural lands as much as we
do, there are several ways to
support SBALT this season…
The San Benito Commu‐

nity Gives Auction takes
place November 13th‐17th,
2020. SBALT’s eight auction
items celebrate the agricul‐
ture and open space beauty
of our County: overnight stays at Paicines
Ranch and Rancho Tranquillo, meat packages
from Pasture Chick Ranch and Paicines
Ranch, a horseback riding experience from
our only local dude ranch, and more! Bid‐
der registration opens November 2nd at
givesanbenito. org/auction. Please tell
your friends to register early and bid on
these unique items in support of agricul‐
tural land conservation.
If you are on the mailing list, look for our
Year‐End Appeal in your virtual or physical
mailbox and make a generous donation to
keep our organization march‐
ing forward into 2021. You
can also contribute anytime
through SBALT’s website
www.sanbenitoland trust. org.
Thank you for your support! 

Shop green for Small Business Saturday!

By Brooke Wright
very time we buy a cup of coffee, gift
or even gift card at a local small busi‐

ness Search" in the App store to start sup‐
porting Green Businesses this holiday shop‐
ping season!

Phil Foster displays healthy orchard soil to NRCS Easement Program Specialist, Elizabeth Palmer, on
a grant review site visit. Photo by Cathy Summa-Wolfe

HEALTH
Hazel Hawkins Memorial Hospital’s skilled nursing
facilities awarded 5-star ranking for 5th straight year

H

azel Hawkins Memorial Hospital’s
(HHMH) two Skilled Nursing Facili‐
ties (SNF’s), Wm. & Inez Mabie
Southside and Mabie Northside have been
awarded a 5 out of a 5‐Star rating for their
most recent evaluation from the Centers for

combined to calculate an overall rating
ranging from 1 star to 5 stars with more
stars indicating better quality.
Nursing Home Compare also includes in‐
formation on the following:
· Five‐Star Quality Ratings of overall and

