
By Lynn Overtree, 
Executive Director 

W
e have been meeting
in person again, and
it is a joy to see our

amazing board members, volunteers, and col‐
leagues without a screen! Here’s what we’ve
been up to recently…

In April we completed annual monitoring of
our conservation easements. They include row
crops on prime soils, expansive rangelands,
and wetlands teeming with wildlife. I love
meeting the landowners and managers who
work these lands. They know the seasonal pat‐
terns, the extreme variations between years,
and how to navigate the ever‐changing condi‐
tions to feed us locally and across the country
and the world.

Also in April we hosted a wildflower hike at
Rancho Larios Open Space for residents. We
will extend future invitations to our donors for
guided hikes on this 500‐acre property owned
by SBALT, and to other special events. 

In May we submitted our application for na‐
tional accreditation through the Land Trust
Accreditation Commission after three years of
preparation. We reached this important mile‐
stone thanks in part to two grants from the
Community Foundation for San Benito County
(CFFSBC).

In August SBALT will participate in the San
Benito Community Gives Auction. The online
auction takes place August 27‐30.  Our auction
items celebrate the agriculture and open space
beauty of our county, including a boat ride and
tour of Soap Lake Ranch, glamping at Rancho
Tranquillo, a meat package from M&J French
Ranch and San Benito Cattle Company, and

more!  We hope you will reg‐
ister early and bid on these
unique items in support of
agricultural land conserva‐
tion.

Learn more about our work at www.san‐
benitolandtrust.org.  
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July 4 - Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation. The planet Mercury reaches great-
est western elongation of 21.6 degrees from the Sun. This is the best time to view Mer-
cury since it will be at its highest point above the horizon in the morning sky. Look for
the planet low in the eastern sky just before sunrise.

July 10 - New Moon. The Moon will located on the same side of the Earth as the Sun
and will not be visible in the night sky. This phase occurs at 01:17 UTC. This is the best
time of the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies and star clusters because
there is no moonlight to interfere.

July 24 - Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth as the
Sun and its face will be will be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 02:37 UTC. This
full moon was known by early Native American tribes as the Buck Moon because the
male buck deer would begin to grow their new antlers at this time of year. This moon has
also been known as the Thunder Moon and the Hay Moon.

July 28, 29 - Delta Aquarids Meteor Shower. The Delta Aquarids is an average shower
that can produce up to 20 meteors per hour at its peak. It is produced by debris left be-
hind by comets Marsden and Kracht. The shower runs annually from July 12 to August
23. It peaks this year on the night of July 28 and morning of July 29. The nearly full moon
will be a problem this year. It's glare will block block most of the faintest meteors. But if
you are patient, you should still be able to catch a few good ones. Best viewing will be
from a dark location after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation Aquarius,
but can appear anywhere in the sky.
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Summer news from SBALT

The annual monitoring of  conservation easements in completed, which included row crops on prime soils,
expansive rangelands, and wetlands teeming with wildlife. 
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Christopher
Pate

T
he work of Christopher
Pate utilizes painting,
drawing, photography and

collage, often in combination.
His imagery ranges from the
nonobjective to the fully repre‐
sentational, involving portrai‐
ture, landscape, geometric hard
edge abstraction and painterly
abstraction. His objective is to
investigate the human condition,
both macroscopically, in terms
of the relationship of our species
to the world at large, and micro‐
scopically, in the more intimate
sense of psychology, dream
states and personal identity.
Grounded in abstraction, these
investigations exist in the realm
of the poetic, not the polemical.
They are intended to induce

meditative states through com‐
position and color, and therefore
are graphically and optically vi‐
brant and often very colorful, as

color is celebrated as an impor‐
tant means of setting the emo‐
tional tone within a piece.

Christopher received his B.A.

from Pitzer College. Based in Los
Angeles, his work as an exhibit‐
ing artist has been augmented
by his role as Exhibitions Man‐
ager of LA Louver Gallery and as
a curator of exhibition projects
highlighting emerging art in Los
Angeles. Curatorial projects in‐
clude Tripindicular, Hef and
Transient Apocalypse, as well as
the five celebrated Rogue Wave
exhibitions at LA Louver begin‐
ning in 2001. In addition to tak‐
ing part in many group
exhibitions locally and abroad,
he has had solo exhibitions at
Rio Hondo College, Marine Con‐
temporary, Jail Gallery and
Roberts and Tilton, among sev‐
eral others. His work has ap‐
peared in publications including
Artforum, Artillery, Art & Auc‐
tion, LA Weekly, Huffington Post
and the LA Times, as well as sev‐
eral solo and group exhibition
publications.

Learn more about Christopher
Pate at christopherpate. com, or
visit @chrispate on Instagram. n

“Simplified Touring Map of California” (2011, acrylic and collage on paper,
19 x 19 in./48.3 x 48.3 cm.)


