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Native Daughters
has spirits lifted
he Native Daughters of the Golden West,
San Juan Bautista Parlor No.179, is
thrilled to acknowledge the receipt of a
Covid‐19 Relief Grant out of the last cycle of
2020. Nonprofits have had difficulty raising
funds through this last year, and the San Juan
Bautista Parlor has needed to close its doors
for monthly Pedro Parties and private rentals;
leaving us with little to pay utilities and taxes,
much less deal with the repairs that are always
an issue with our ageing Native Daughters
Adobe. You can see, pictured, the water and
‘heaving’ damage sustained through the years
in the main Sala concrete floor. With donations and accumulated
funds, the work can now be started as funded in part by a Covid‐
19 Relief Recovery Grant from the Community Foundation for San
Benito County and United Way of San Benito County and United
Way of San Benito County. Once the repairs are complete and
Covid restrictions lifted, we plan to pursue fundraising activities
again to benefit our community, our children, Veterans and edu‐
cation. If you were born in California, we would love to take your
application for membership! You can find it on our website of the
same name, or ask us! 831‐601‐5154. —Valerie Egland
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Ponds at Rancho Larios provide water for livestock and wildlife.

SBALT NEWS

Rancho Larios preserves grazing, wildlife, and open space
By Karminder Brown
ancho Larios is a 521‐
acre property located
southwest of San Juan
Bautista. The land was do‐
nated to SBALT in 2004 to permanently pro‐
tect the open space that wraps around the
Rancho Larios residential community.
In addition to productive cattle grazing,
the foothills and wetlands of Rancho Larios
host many species of wildlife and native
plants. The property falls within the head‐
waters of the Elkhorn Slough and provides
connectivity for wildlife to move between
the Santa Cruz Mountains and the Gabilan
Range. Its conservation value for wildlife
will be enhanced by the protection of neigh‐
boring Rocks Ranch by the Land Trust of
Santa Cruz County.
In December 2020, a 3‐year lease was re‐
newed with the grazing operator who runs
Charolais cattle on the Rancho Larios prop‐
erty. As part of the lease renewal process,
SBALT staff and board met with the opera‐
tor and a rangeland conservation consultant
to review the grazing approach, biological
resources, fencing, and other infrastructure.
Though it is similar to past leases, some
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changes were made to im‐
prove the grazing contract
for SBALT, the rancher, the
residents of Rancho Larios,
and the health of the land.
Although Rancho Larios is not open to the
general public, SBALT looks forward to
inviting donors to guided birdwatching or
wildflower walks on this beautiful property,
as soon as gatherings are permitted.
The mission of SBALT is to conserve re‐
gionally significant lands that sustain pro‐
ductive agriculture, preserve open space, and
maintain the rural character of the county.
Visit www.sanbenitolandtrust to learn about
other lands protected by SBALT. n

CELESTIAL
EVENTS
March 6 - Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation. The planet Mercury reaches
greatest western elongation of 27.3 degrees from the Sun. This is the best time to
view Mercury since it will be at its highest point above the horizon in the morning sky.
Look for the planet low in the eastern sky just before sunrise.

Rancho Larios hosts many species of native
wildflowers, such as this Checkerbloom.

March 13 - New Moon. The Moon will located on the same side of the Earth as
the Sun and will not be visible in the night sky. This phase occurs at 10:23 UTC.
This is the best time of the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies and star
clusters because there is no moonlight to interfere.
March 20 - March Equinox. The March equinox occurs at 09:27 UTC. The Sun will
shine directly on the equator and there will be nearly equal amounts of day and night
throughout the world. This is also the first day of spring (vernal equinox) in the Northern Hemisphere and the first day of fall (autumnal equinox) in the Southern Hemisphere.
March 28 - Full Moon. The Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth
as the Sun and its face will be will be fully illuminated. This phase occurs at 18:49
UTC. This full moon was known by early Native American tribes as the Worm Moon
because this was the time of year when the ground would begin to soften and the
earthworms would reappear. This moon has also been known as the Crow Moon, the
Crust Moon, the Sap Moon, and the Lenten Moon.

California mule deer captured by trail camera at Rancho Larios

