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It’s not JUST
a grant!
By R.E.A.C.H.
San Benito Parks Foundation Board
What do they mean, “Just get a grant”?
When community needs come up and
there isn’t any money for that, common
thought is that all the taxes we pay should
cover that stuff. So we hear that the City got
a grant to do that? Hmmm. Big pot of dough
in the sky? Where, what? Oh, from the fed‐
eral government, state, or county? Those re‐
quire our taxes to function, too! Oh, dang,
we’ll go to the non‐profit Foundations; they
are given money by rich people to spread
around, and all you have to do is ask.
Hmmm. Why would nonprofits ask for do‐
nations if the rich people are dumping
money on them just for the asking? Hmmm.
It’s complicated.
State and Federal governments collect
taxes to pay all the bills just like counties
and cities, but they’re looking at the needs
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Farm managers, SBALT staff and funders meet to discuss a conservation project.
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of the whole state or country, so they study
what they see as target needs and plan for
the years to come. If they identify trash and
blight as leading to decline in healthy neigh‐
borhoods all over the state, they’ll offer a
grant opportunity to apply for. Those op‐
portunities are advertised to local govern‐
ments because they will be trusted to do the
work. The communities with the greatest
need are targeted, and you better be able to
tell them EXACTLY why, where and what,
for sure. “Ask and ye shall receive” does not
apply here. It takes hours and hours to re‐
search statistics, get letters of support,
write about the problem in terms that fit the
grant opportunity, show plans and pictures,
and be ready for rejection because it wasn’t
needy enough or the forms weren’t filled
out right.
Thank you to the non‐profit volunteers
who fill our smaller needs, or support grant
applications. www.reachsanbenito.org. n
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Our valentine to you
By Emily Renzel, Board President
e at San Benito Agricultural Land
Trust (SBALT) are grateful for our
many partners
who share our LOVE for
the land and made 2021 a
banner year for our organ‐
ization.
The Community Founda‐
tion for San Benito County
awarded SBALT a Commu‐
nity Impact grant that en‐
abled us to complete our application for
accreditation with the Land Trust Accredita‐
tion Commission. We anticipate the result of
this four‐year process this month.
All of our easement landowners gave of
their time to help us complete our annual
monitoring requirement, and several also
made generous donations to SBALT. In July,
Phil and Katherine Foster hosted a tour for
our donors of the Foster Ranch, home of Pin‐
nacle Organically Grown, followed by a lovely
garden reception.
Through a grant from the California De‐
partment of Conservation, California Farm‐
Link and SBALT jointly created a brochure
about conservation easements in English and
Spanish which is now available on our web‐
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site. The information was presented in Span‐
ish to graduates of the Agriculture and Land‐
Based Training Association (ALBA) program,
which trains new farmers in the Central Coast
region.
An anonymous donor transferred the final
of three $50,000 installments to SBALT last
fall. We are inspired by this person’s gen‐
erosity and we strive to be the
vibrant local land trust they
envision.
Our partner, The Trust for
Public Land (TPL), purchased
the 540‐acre Nyland Property,
which will be conveyed to
SBALT by the end of this year.
TPL also provided a generous
grant in honor of The Harvey S. Nyland and
Gladys M. Nyland 1999 Family Trust to help
rebuild the iconic barn on the Nyland Prop‐
erty.
Our board, advisors, and committee mem‐
bers ‐‐ all volunteers ‐‐ worked hard on po‐
tential projects and those still underway, at
least two of which we expect to complete in
2022.
We especially want to thank the farm‐
workers who grow, harvest and pack our
County’s abundant produce, and all of the
community members who have so faithfully
supported us. It was a year of great progress
and excitement for SBALT. Thank you, one
and all. Learn more about your local land
trust at www.sanbenitolandtrust.org. n
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These are probably the most beautifully‐crafted toilets you've ever seen. (via Atlas
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SBALT relies on grants, partnerships, and community support to protect San Benito County’s irreplaceable agricultural soils.

